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IIl.—Homez ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


A correspondent of the -Rangpur Dik Prakash of the 21st January . 


complains that one cow ogee #3 Lakshman- 
_ A gun-shot murder ina village pyr 9 village in the Nilphamari subdivision of the 
a Raaseen district, was murdered with a gun while 


he was asleep in his room at —_ 
0 


the offender. The inefficiency of the police has emboldened all badmashes. 
2. Acorrespondent of the Charu Mihir of the 25th January says that 
fear of Nayan Shaikh and some other Musalmans 


Outrage upon female modesty 


in tho Memanstugh distelet. led Kanthiram (sic) Mal and his wife Sarba Jeleni 


of Kisorganj in the Mymensingh district to take 
shelter in the house of Jugal Acharjya of Simulkandi (R.N. P. for 30th 
January, paragraph 1). Of late some forty or fifty men attacked J ugal’s 
house, beat Jugal, Kanthiram and others, and took away Sarba Jeleni. 
Information of the incident was sent to the ayy strapon on the night of the 
occurrence, but, though the police-station is on'y five miles from Simulkandi, 
no police officer came to make an investigation till the afternoon of the follow- 
ing day. The depositions of some witnesses have been takon, but the police, 
are not making proper attempts to find out the woman. As the complainant 
is @ poor man, it is hoped the authorities will see tuat the case is properly 
investigated. 

38. The Sanjay of the 29th January condemns the attitude of the 
Mihir-o-Sudhakar in the Pangsa cuw-slaughter case 
which is being tried by the Subdivisional Officer 
of Goalundo. The case has been instituted at the 
instigation of this paper, and it has been systematically inciting the Musalmans 
of Faridpur against their Hindu neighbours. Faridpur was so long a stranger 
to religious animosity between Hindus and Musalmans. But the Mihir-o- 
Sudhakar is trying its best to fan religious fanaticism. 

4, The Mihir-o-Sud.akar of the 30th January says that the following 
case of gunda oppression in Calcutta shows that 
Sir John Lambert’s indulgent treatment of his 
subordinates has made them quite unmindful of their duties. On the 24th 
January last, a gentleman named S. K. M. Muhammad Raoshan Ali was 
passing along Harrison Road. In ‘front of the mosque at the Halliday Street 
crossing he saw a number of men standing and pulling every passer-by by the 
ear. As he was about to pass them, one of them caught his hand with the 
evident object of snatching away his gold ring, and the others surrounded him. 
Though his expostulations led the men to let go his hand, they prepared to 
beat him. The gentleman went into the mosque for help, but as no one 
there appeared willing to come to his defence, he went across the street and 
took shelter in a house belonging to the Hindu Cremation Association. The 
gundas assembled outside this house and repeated their threats. About this 
time Raoshan Ali, seeing a constable, bearing No. 4 on his badge, pass b 
complained to him about the conduct of the guadas. But the constable too 
no heed of his complaint. Two men from the house in which he had taken 
shelter then escorted him to Colootolla Street, where he went to the thana and 
told the Sub-Inspector all that had occurred. Tho Sub-Inspector replied that 
this was the first time he had heard such a complaint, and ordered a man to 
take it down. This man wrote in the diary that Raoshan Ali was only abused, 
and, in spite of Raoshan Ali’s protest, took down nothing else. Case No. 418 
dated the 24th January last, in the diary of the Colootolla thana, will prove the 
truth of what is here stated. ; 

d. A correspondent of the Bangavasi of the 30th J anuary complains of 

Thefts in Midnapore. recrudescence of theft in Ghatsila in the Midna- 
; pore district. A few days ago there was a theft 
in the house of Satrughna Dev of Nrisinghagarh. A few days after there was 
a theft in an opium shop. On this occasion the thieves stabbed the oplum 


vendor and robbed him of all his belong; 1D 
trace the offenders. 8 belongings. ‘Ihe local police has failed to 


The Mihir.o-Sudhakar in the 
Pangsa cow-slaughter case. 


Gunda oppression in Calcutta. 


The police has not yet been able to trace 
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6. The Dacca Prakash of the 3lst January complains that the district 
ie authorities of Dacca are not only not granting 
Taking away of gansin Dacca. 4}: .nse3 for fire-arms, but are not even renewin 

old licenses. People’s fire-arms are being taken away and sold off at nominal 
prices, thus causing serious loss to their owners. This is certainly objec. 
tionable. 

7. In reply to the enquiry addressed to the Editor of the Bankura Darpan 

by the Assistant Secretary to the Chief Commissioner 
or oate, Of fraudulent cooly re- F Assam, regarding the name of the tea-garden 
to which one Sibu Bauri of the Bankura ict 

has been fraudalently sent up as a cooly, the Bankura Darpan of the lst 
February says that according to the deposition which has been given by Sibu’s 
relatives, an arkati named Akshay Majumdar brought Sibu to the cooly depot 
of Rasul Singh in Lal Bazar, Bankura town. And it has been ascertained b 
enquiry that Sibu was afterwards brought from the junior Mr. Mackertich’s 
depot at 141, Balliaghatia, near Calcutta, before the Deputy Magistrate of 
Sealdah, and was registered by that officer on the 17th November last. He was 
then sent up to the Kallan tea garden in Cachar. Now Rasul Singh possesses — 
no free recruiting license. The coolies he recruits must, therefore, be regis- 
tered in Bankura. But in Sibu’s case he did not venture upon registration in 
Bankura for fear of disclosure. It should be enquired under what authority 
he sent down a cooly recruited in Bankura for registration in Sealdah. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Charu Mihir of the 25th January says that though it is long 

since the pleaders of Netrokona in the Mymensingh 

oentem so Renee. district sent to the District Judge a list of touters, 

no action has yet been taken regarding it, and even a reminder has failed to 

elicit a reply from the Judge. It is doubtful if the list has at all come to his 

hands, for Mr. Anderson is not the man to remain indifferent if the list has 
reached him. 

9. A Tangail correspondent of the same paper complains that the First 
a Munsif of the place holds his cutcherry till 8 or 
tos Mysentngh tiakcen angal'in 9 p.M., to the great inconvenience of all the parties 

concerned. ‘The number of suits in this court has 
not certainly increased, and the late hours are due solely to the Munsif’s dilatory 
disposition. The Munsif is not also courteous to those who come to his Court. 

10. The Ulubaria Darpan of the 27th January supports the proposal of 

ee nie bacon transferring the Amta Munsifi to Ulubaria. The 
ee Amta Court-house is in a dilapidated condition, and 
it will cost the Government a lump sum of money to repair it. In Ulubaria, 
however, there is ample accommodation for an additional Munsifi Court. Ulubaria 
is not very far from Amta; Amta people have to go to Calcutta vid Ulubaria, and 
a road from Amta to Ulubaria will increase facility of communication between 
the two places. It appears that it is in the contemplation of the authorities to 
bring Jagatballabhpur under the jurisdiction of the Amta Munsifi. At present 
the civil cases of Jagatballabhpur are tried in Howrah: It will not be advi- 
sable to change this arrangement. 

11. Referring to the og ee by the Sessions Judge of Saran on 

tel Bloat . the Joint-Magistrate of Sewan, in connection with 
atte eetme YoY Matilal, a stamp vendor of the subdivi- 
sion, the Hitavadi of the 29th January observes that these strictures alone will 
not be sufficient for the perpere of teaching the Subdivisional Officer a lesson. 
It is to be hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor w.1l adequately punish the erring 

Magistrate, and thereby bring him to his senses. 
12. The Howrah Police, observes the Bangavasi of the 30th J anuary, had 


recently to make an inquiry into a case in which 
one Upendranath Bhattacharyya charged several 
oe people with breach of trust. “Bor the purposes of 
an inquiry, the police required the evidence of a Hindu lady of the name of 
Manomohini. Manomohini, however, did not respond to the call of the police 


and did not appear at the police inquiry. The Police Inspector reported the 


An act of high-handedness of 
the District Magistrate of Howrah. 
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r to the District Magistrate, who at once issued a warrant against her. 
7c wen, however, could not get hold of Manomohini, aad trie 
another woman, Aghormani by name. But they were prevented from execut 
the warrant, and the men who prevented them from executing it were fin 
thirty rupees each by a local Deputy Magistrate. _ The case came up for review 
to the District Judge, who referred it to the High Court, which bas decided 
that the Magistrate had no power to issue a warrant against a witness to compel 
him or her to appear at a police inquiry. Mr. Maguire, the District Magistrate 
of Howrah, is notorious for his Wee He would sentence a man 
to death for stealing a radish! There seems to be no remedy for these 
magisterial vagaries. The only possible remedy lies in patiently and silently 
putting up with them. ) | 


13. The same paper makes the following comments upon the Hitavads 
ane defamation case :— 
———— The decision in this case has not satisfied us, 
and our impression is that a blunder has been committed in the trial of the case. 
The English law, based as it is on justice and mercy, is decidedly for giving 
the accused the benefit of a doubt. In this case there were grounds for enter- 
taining a doubt about the guilt of the accused, and he ought to have been given 
its benefit. The decision has also given us cause for anxiety. The language 
of irony, wit and humour admits of different interpretations. Sanskrit is a rich 
and fruitful language, and every Sanskrit word —e many meanings. 
The Bengali language closely follows Sanskrit, and what is true of Sanskrit is 
also true of Bengali. There is no one in this world who has no enemies bent 
upon doing him mischief. Writers and reviewers will have henceforth to write 
with fear and anxiety. It seems, in fact, as if vernacular literature and verna- 
cular journalism is being slowly gagged and crippled. 


14. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 31st January expresses dissatisfaction 
with the decision of the Calcutta High Court in the 


The Hitavadi defamation case 7ijtgyati defamation case. In the opinion of the 


in the Calcutta Sessions. 


the complaint, was not an attack on any individual Brahmo. Every body 
knows that Kusum means a flower, Heramba is the god Ganesh, Upendra is the 
god Vishnu, and Vihar means sporting or travel. Even if the justice of the 
decision is not questioned, it must be said that the trial was an unfair one. 
An English Judge, fresh from home, and a jury consisting mostly of Europeans, 
were not expected to come toa right decision in a case in which the question 
at issue was the meanings of Bengali words and the niceties of Bengali idiom 
and phraseology. The case ought to have been settled out of Court. The 
accused repeatedly assured the complainant that he did not intend to libel him 
or his wife, and that he was sincerely sorry that he had unwittingly made himself 
the cause of trouble and anxiety to them. The complainant, » Ba ought 
to have forgiven him and ought not to have violated the principles of fellow- 
feeling and charity which he and his party profess. 


15. The Bankura Darpan of the lst February considers the sentence 
The sentence passed upon the Which has been passed upon the Editor of the 
Editor of the Hitavadi, Hitavadi newspaper as exceedingly severe. 

16. ‘The same paper says that the case in which one N + Chand Khaira, 
of village Chuamasina, in the Bankura district, 
charged one Kunja Ganguli of his own village and 
ee one Bhusan Chakravarti. of Khurtentul, with having 
enticed away his wife Rai Khairani and sent her.up as a cooly, has been pend- 
ing in the Court of the iy Ld Magistrate of Vishunpur for the last seven 
months. Such delay in the disposal of the case is calculated to prejudice the 


prosecution by the loss or destruction of evidence which might be otherwise 
available, We 


17. The Dainik-oeSamachar Chandrika of the 2nd February makes the 


a ee following comments upon the Hitavadi defamation 
Calcutta Sessions. Case -— 
E aS The Hitavadi defamation case was tried by a 
uropean Judge with a special jury consisting of one Bengali and eight Euro- 
Pean gentlemen, and not even the solitary Bengali juror was a man well versed 
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written in Bengali, and the 
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in Bengaliliterature. The subject-matter of the complaint, however, was a poem 
peculiarities of the Bengali language, the rules of 
Bengali poetry with all its niceties, metaphor, irony, wit, humour and euphony 
came under the judicial consideration of a Court which was quite innocent of 
even the A BC of the Bengali language. The Court had consequently to 
fotm i‘s judgment, not on the basis of the original poem, but on the basis of an 
English translation of it. It must be admitted by all impartial and sensible 
men that in a case in which the niceties of poetry form the subject-matter of a 
complaint, no fair and correct decision can be arrived at with the help of trans- 
lation and interpretation. Translation and interpretation may do very well 
where the facts in issue relate to events and circumstances, but not where they 
relate to peculiarities of style and literary construction. In the case under 
notice, let us repeat, the Judge was an Englishman—eight of the nine jurors 
were Englishmen. The original poem which formed the subject-matter of the 
complaint had to be translated into English, the examination and cross-exami- 
nation of witnesses were in English, and their depositions were either in English, 
or had to be translated into English. Do you expect a fair trial under all these 
disadvantages? It is a pity that no Native Judge of the Calcutta High Court 
is allowed to preside over the Sessions: Mr. Justice Banerjior Mr. Justice 
Ghosh would have been able to arrive at a more correct and impartial decision, 
because they would have understood the facts in issue far more correctly than 
any Englishman. It is also a pity that in the list of special jurors there could 
not be found nine Bengali gentlemen well versed in Bengali literature, and 
capable of understanding the niceties and peculiarities of Bengali poetry. 
Special jury was called for, and granted on the ground that the facts in issue 
related to the niceties of literary construction. But by an irony of fate, 
Englishmen sat in judgment over the Bengali language and literature, and the 
accused has been punished on their verdict. This is justice! Henceforth we 
may happen to see Bishops sitting in judgment over the Vedas, and Vedic 
scholars sitting in judgment over the Bible! The procedure adopted in the 
case was objectionable from the beginning to the end. The case was tried by 
men who could not and ought not to have tried it. The jury ought not to have 
given any verdict in the case. 

18. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 4th February complains of 
the conduct of Mr. Hamilton, District Magistrate 
of Jessore. One day Babu Nagendra Chandra 
Gupta, a Deputy Magistrate of Jessore, was riding 
a bicycle. The Magistrate’s horse shied at the bicycle, and for this the Deputy 
Magistrate was soundly rated and even threatened with criminal prosecution. 
On another occasion the Magistrate placed a junior Deputy Magistrate in charge 
of his office simply to insult Maulvi Abdul, a senior oor Magistrate. Babu 
Sasibhusan Basu, another Deputy Magistrate, applied for leave to see his wife 
on her death-bed, but his prayer was not granted. Babu Rajani Kanta 
Mukharji, a Sub-Deputy Magistrate, was threatened with suspension simply 
because he wrote “ Christmas holidays” in his diary. Mr. Hamilion has in this 
way offended all his subordinates and made them discontented. His office, 
therefore, is sadly mismanaged. 


Mr. Hamilton, District Magis- 
trate of Jessore. 


(c)—Jails. 


19. The Dainik-o-Somachar Chandrika of the 2nd February observes that 
iit eee oe imprisonment for defamation should be abolished 

— in India, In England no one can be imprisoned 
for libel. In India, too, the legislators have made a distinction between the 
offence of libel and the other offences by laying down that in a libel case the 
imprisonment inflicted shall be simple. So long as imprisonment for libel is 
not abolished, steps should be taken to slacken the rigour of jail discipline in 
favour of those who are gent to jail for defamation. The Editor of the Astavadt 
should suffer no inconvenience or discomfort in jail. He should be given the 
liberty of doing his ordinary business during his imprisonment. Such liberty 
was given to Babu Surendranath Banerji, and there is no reason why it should 
not be granted to Kavyabisharad, who is a journalist like Surendra Babu. 
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(d)— Education. — 


ae shachar of the 27th January has the following :— | 
oo : The articles which recently appeared in this 

Sir Alfred Croft. paper regarding Sir Alfred Croft (Reports on Native 
Papers for 9th and 16th January, paragraphs 13 and 14, respectively) ought to 
have appeared in correspondence columns, as they were received from corre- 
spondents, and were not written by anybody connected with the paper. But, 
thanks to the printer’s devil, the heading ‘‘ Communicated ” prefixed to the 
articles was omitted, and the Editor has had to take the blame of having written 
them. The correspondents are right when they say that Sir Alfred Croft is 


a protease 7 learned man, and was an able teacher and the ablest of all the . 


Directors of Public Instruction in Bengal. His sympathy with his subordinates 
was also unquestionable. It is true the new scheme of the Education Service 
came into operation during his tenure of office, and that it will do serious injury 
to the cause of education, But the correspondents are wrong in attributing 
the authorship of the scheme to Sir Alfred Croft. As a matter of fact, Sir 
Alfred had nothing to do with its preparation. It is the Government of India 
and the Secretary of State who are alone roe SIR for it. The correspondent 
who wrote the second of the two articles made another mistake by saying that 
though Sir Alfred might not have been the author of the scheme, he could 
have successfully opposed its introduction. But how could he, the Head of the 
Education Department in only one province, have successfully stood up against 
the introduction of a measure which had application to all India? The Editor 
knows that Sir Alfred opposed the scheme, but in vain. 

In conclusion, the Editor would ask pardon of Sir Alfred Croft’s friends and 
admirers for letting the two articles in question appear in the editorial columns, 
and would like to express his hearty sympathy with the movement which has 
been set on foot for doing honour to the retiring Director of Public Instruction. 
Maharaja Sir Jotindra Mohan deserves thanks for taking the initiative in this 
movement. The Editor is a pupil as well asa friend of Sir Alfred Croft’s. 


He feels the wrench of parting with his former preceptor and present friend, — 


and sincerely wishes that Sir Alfred may spend the remainder of his life in 
useful work and happiness. The Calcutta University has done well by pro- 
osing to confer on Sir Alfred the degree of D. L. The degree will be well 
sere on a man like him. | 
21. The Hilatshi of the 2nd February quotes from the translation paper 
in the last Entrance examination, in which passages 
are given for translation from Bengali into English, 
: and says that the Bengali of these passages is quite 
unintelligible and extremely ridiculous. The young examinees could not be 
expected to have understood the meanings of these passages, and no doubt failed 
to translate them correctly. This is a shame and a scandal, but the pity of it is 
that this scandal is being repeated every year, public protest notwithstanding, 
Why should English examiners be allowed to betray their ignorance of Bengali 
to the prejudice of the young examinees? Why is not the translation paper 
set by English examiners revised by Bengali-knowing Professors ? 


Translation in the Entrance ex- 
amination. 


(e)}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


22. The Charu Mihir of the 25th January says that the names of many 
The voters’ lists for Local Board COMpetent persons have been excluded from the lists 
elections in the Mymensingh dis- of voters prepared for the ensuing elections of the 
- Local Boards in the Mymensingh district. Under 
the Local Self-Government Act, these lists have to be prepared by the District 
Magistrate, but the District Magistrate of Mymensingh made over the work to 
_ Deputy Magistrates in charge of subdivisions, and they, in their turn, asked 
“s police to do it. Thus the work was ultimately done by the village pan- 
: ayets—men who are not only ignorant of the provisions of the Locul Self- 
overnment Act, but are also devoid of honesty and common sense. In man 
a ag made the preparation of the lists a means of levying Tata 
ie re By d instance, is a large and important village in the Tangail subdivision, 
taln 7, inhabited by an enlightened and influential community of zamindars, 
ars, rich treadsmen and men of education. Still , the only persons whose 


Jan. 27th, 1897. 


HITAalIsHt, 
F eb. 2nd, 1897, 


CHARU MIHIR, 
Jan, 25th, 1847. 
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names appear in the voters’ list for that place are four low-class Musalmans, 
The name of Babu Mahesh Chandra Das Munshi, a member of the Tangail Bar 
and Vice-Chairman of the Tangail Local Board, who is a resident of thig 
village, does not appear in the list. Nor have the names of Babus Anath 
Bandhu Guha, Ballabhi Kanta Chaudhuri, and Baikhanta Nath Som, Pleaders 
of the Mymensingh Judge’s Court, and residents of the Tangail subdivision, 
found a place in it, Similar omissions have occurred in the case of the other 
subdivisions. The way in which the lists are published in the mufassal makes 

it impossible for people to know in time if their names have been included in 
them, and-if they are not included, to take timely steps for their inclusion, _ 
If the elections are held in accordance with the lists which have been prepared, 
then incompetent persons will be in most cases elected, and in some the elec. ) 
tions may-dail for want of a sufficieut number of voters, 


_— Mmm, 23. . Tlhe same paper says that, when there is a circular requiring Govern- 
Jan. 25th, 1897, An unsanctioned appointment ™ent’s sanction to every appointment under a 
¢ Mymen- District Board carrying a salary of more than 


by the District Board o : é‘ 
singh. Rs. 500, the District Board of Mymensingh has 
not acted properly in not taking such sanction to the appointment of a District 
Engineer, the post carrying a salary of Rs. 400 to Rs. 600 per month. The 
omission or mistake may not improbably lead to somebody’s loss. 
Cutss Mtam. 24. A correspondent of the same paper draws attention to the mischief 
Sihcilak nahin th a dani which has been done by allowing the Atai and 
the coursaof tworiwrs,  S.-~sCBiran rivers, inthe Mymensing.. district, to empty 
themselves into the Nalchhoba khal instead of 
flowing, as before, into the Lauhajangha river. Some two hundred important 
villages and one hundred and fifty bazaars and market-places are situated on 
the latter river; and the fact that it remains navigable only for four months 
during the year has almost entirely destroyed the trade of the places in 
uestion. The health of their residents, too, has been seriously impaired by 
drinking the stagnant water of the river. The evils can be removed by stop- 
' ping up the mouth of the Nalchhoba khal where it meets the Atai and Bairan 
rivers. 
25. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 30th January says that the residents of 
a oa te im a villege iq th®, Village Sallagram, yvithin the jurisdiction of the 
the en dicrin, 8° ™ «Sadar thana, in the Noakhali district, suffer from 
scarcity of drinking water from the very beginning 
of the hot season, on account of the tank, Utsab Rai’s dighi, which supplies the 
whole village with drinking water being covered with water-plants from the 
month of Magh, and drying up soon after. The District Board were. three or 
four times moved to re-excavate the tank, but without effect. It is hoped that 
the.District Magistrate will remove the grievance. 


. 
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aia Dien 26. A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan of the Ist February com- 
Feb. 1st, 1897. € Water ecarcity in some villaces Pains of water-ecatcity in Golmuri and one or two 
i te Meahiies Maiiek. se other villages within the jurisdiction of the Raipur 


thana, in the Bankura district, the villagers having 
to fetch water from a distance of six miles. The grievance will be removed if 


the District Board sinks only one well in the middle of the villages in question. 
| : III.—Lecis.ative, 


a cooiiiaibliiai ae 27. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 8rd February proposes that 


CHANDRIKA, regs the existing law of libel should be amended. In 
Feb. 3rd, 1897, ao = = eee eae England libel is not a criminal, but a civil offence. 
In India it comes within the jurisdiction of both civil and criminal courts. 
This difference should not, and must not, exist. Imprisonment for libel should 
be abolished in India. But so long as it is not abolished, those imprisoned for 
hbel should be treated as inmates of the civil jail, and should be given the 
eatest possible freedom in the matter of eating, dressing, reading and writing. 
Inder the English law, even Irish rebels in prison are treated with great con- | 
sideration and are given the greatest possible freedom. Why should prisoners 
for )ibel be treated otherwise ? Al] newspapers in India, both Indian and 
Anglo-Iudian, headed by the Pioneer, and not excepting even the Sanjivant, 
should agitate for the amendment of the existing law of libel. No one should 
be jubilant over the imprisonment of the Editor of the Hitavadi. : 
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~ ‘FV.—Native Srates. 


. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 1st February says that disaffection pre- 
28 _ 7 vails ‘among the Hindu ’vbiseh of the Nabha 
Discontent in the Nabha State. St5¢ on account of the present ruler of the State 

having issued a firman prohibiting the observance of some customary rites by 
his Hindu subjects and having declared widow re-marriage compulsory among 
them. 


V.—PRosPEcTs OF THF CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


99. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 25th January complains 
Food and water —— in a . soo . -— p sesle mg rond Rows gps hag +" 
neOe | ok al mensin rict, Rice ge at a 
village in the Mymensingh district. 7's, price since the month of Bhaden last, 
and the cultivators have had already to sell even their plough-cattle. The 
drying up of the Lauhajangha river has caused severe water scarcity. The 
little water that is left in the river at certain places is perfectly undrinkable. 
80. A correspondent of the Gaya Punch of the 25th January says that, 
con Dain in the Qlatiens. oh aa had any correct idea of the extent 
he would certainly have taken timely measures to prevent the large number of 
deaths which took place in Bihar, the North-Western Provinces and the Central 
Provinces, and to save those who are dying a lingering death on account of 
long starvation, The Viceroy cannot himself be blamed for the delay in 
starting the Famine Relief Fund. His Lordship more than once said. that he 
could do nothing to grapple with the famine so long as he was not in full 
possession of facts showing the true character of the calamity. It is the local 
officers, therefore, who are mainly responsible for the delay and its consequences. 
Lord Elgin is to be thanked that he has at last begun in right earnest to collect 
subscriptions both in India and in England. If His Lordship can arrange for 
distributing the money which is expected to be received from England through 
the agency not of the Christian Missionaries, but of the local officers, it will 
be all very well for the distressed people. For the Christian Missionaries, who 
never hesitate to vilify the religion of the people and have recourse to unfair 
measures to convert illiterate natives to Ghristianity, will certainly abuse the 
power which large sums of money to be spent for charitable purposes will 
place in their hands. | 
31. ‘The Burdwan Sanjiwant of the 26th January understands that Mr. 
The Burdwan (ommissioner’s Buckland, Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, 
view of the scarcity in his Livi- lately observed toa gentleman who went to see 
sion. 7 him that there were no signs of scarcity in the 
districts under him. This, indeed, is reassuring; but do not the facts go against 
Mr. Buckland? Rice is selling very dear and its price is gradually rising 
throughout the Division, It is at present selling at 12 to 14 seers kunchi per 
rupee. This certainly means scarcity, and the people will fare very ill if the 
Commissioner reports to the Government that scarcity does not exist in his 
Division. Mr. Buckland will do well to pay a visit to every subdivision in the 
course of his tour and see things with his own eyes. He should not depend 
entirely upon official reports, but should try to ascertain the true state of 
things from zamindars, talukdars and other persons of local experience and 
possessing a first-hand knowledge of the condition of the people. The writer 
concludes by calling upon the Burdwan people to acquaint the Commissioner 
with the true state of things, It will not do to sit idle. 
32. The Sahachar of the 27th J anuary writes as follows :— 
Government in the distress. i There is a limit to everything, If the Chris- 
tian Government of India allows the export in 
focd-grains from India to go on unchecked when the food-stock of the country is 
small, it will act unreasonably and make itself guilty of paying idolatrqus homage 
to free-trade. It is true Lord Northbrook in 1874 refused to accept Sir George 
Campbell 8 proposal to stop the export of food-grains, and met the Bihar 
famine by importing rice from Burma, But it.should be remembered that the 
famine of that year affected only one province, whilst the present famine 
extends over the whole country, It will be idle to hope that, with the export 


present famine might possibly assume, | 
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of rice and paddy from India remaining unchecked, Burma rice will be enough 
for all India. Europe and America may supply India with wheat; but neither 
of them produces rice. Under these circumstances, it will be the wisest poli 
for Government to stop the export of rice and paddy from India, at least, ti 
the next year’s crop is harvested. The country will be placed in a dangerous 
situation if this is not done. Many people say that, when there is famine in a 


country, the high prices of food-grai 


ins themselves prevent export therefrom, 
But this theory cannot apply to India’s export trade in rice. India being the 
only rice-producing country in the world except Burma, foreign purchasers will 
pay almost any price for rice, because they can get it nowhere else. And it . 
will be foolish to expect native grain merchants to be so moved with pity for 
their suffering countrymen as to sell them rice at a lower price than what will 


be offered by foreign purchasers. 
But it is reassuring that Lord Elgin has at last consented to take the help 


of public charity in meeting the distress. The people of India need, therefore, 
no longer stand in fear of starvation. The Viceroy has taken every step 
necessary to save their lives, If the measures adopted do not save them from 
starvation, they must thank their own lot. ‘The Government of India has, 
as a matter of fact, spared no human effort to save them. The speech which the 
Viceroy made at the public meeting in the Dalhousie Institute shows that His 
Excellency has not only a head, but a feeling heart too. It is clear from his 
speech that he is moved by the sufferings of his people, and that he is a man 
possessed of great self-control and cool judgment. 

33, The special famine correspondent of the Sansodhini of the 29th January 
complains of the prevalence of acute scarcity in the 
villages of Hinguli, Dhum, Ajampur, Jorharganj, 
Fatehpur and Saheb Khali in the Chittagong district. There is no one in these 
villages who has paddy in stock sufficient to last him for more than two months. 
The old and the infirm and the beggars are in a helpless and starving condition. 
Pardanishin women, too, are starving. The correspondent gives the following 
list of sufferers :— | 


(1) Meher Aliof Dhum, son of Sadar Ali, aged 55, has died from 


starvation. 


(2) Chandgazi of Hinguli is old and infirm. His son-in-law has been 
driven away from home by starvation. His daughter begs, but 
cannot support herself and her father by begging. 


(3) Bharat Chandra De of the same place is a boy of 7 or 8. He has 
insane parents and three others to support by begging. He is 
a Hindu. But starvation has forced him to beg for boiled rice 
cast off by other people. 


(4) Ramhari Dhupi of Dhum, aged 50, has to support a family of 12. 
He is out of employment, and the whole family is starving. 


(5) Abdul Hakim of the same place, aged 10 or 12, has to support a 
family. His mother has been forced to give away two sons to 
other people because she could not support them. 


(6) Dhan Miah Bibi, aged 20, has to support a family of four. She 
used to live by husking rice, but gets no work now. Her 
children are almost starving and are so weak that they cannot 
speak aloud. 


(7) Mirja Ali of Dhum, aged 40, has eight persons to support. The 
' whole family is almost starving and has frequently to live on 


boiled arum leaves. Driven to despair, the poor man threw 
one of his children into a well. 


Famine in Chittagong. 


34, A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 30th January says 
that the failure of the paddy and other crops caused 
great distress in Magura in the Jessore district. 
Unly one-eighth of the entire population are getting 
two meals a day, one-fourth are still managing to keep body and soul together, 
only eating seed me and selling plough-cattle, and the remaining five-eighths 
are living on wild vegetables. Relief should be promptly given. | 


Distress in Magura in the Jes- 
sore district. 


( all ) 


. Correspondents of the Bangavasi of the 30th January complain of the 
peer provalante of food and witel-aonsely in several 
Food and water-scarcity in Ben- arts of Bengal. In Raghunathpur, in the.Man- 
BP Ob Ge ; hum district, rice is eelling at Sor 9 seers 
rupee. There has nowhere beam more than a six-anna paddy-crop. Water 
scarcity prevails in Arua, in the Manikgan) subdivision of the Dacca district. 


re .d 
Famine has also broken out, and many middle-class men are living ‘on 


one meal a day. Acute scarcity bape in Silkhuchi,-in the Rangpur 
district. Many are starving and half starving. Many more are living on 
roots and plants. Rice is selling at 7 or 8 seers per rupee. Water-scarcity 
too prevails. Famine has broken out in Baskhali in the Chittagong district. 
Starvation has driven many -to commit suicide. : 
36. The Dacca Prakash of the 31st January says that the contributions 
; made by foreign countries in aid of famine relief in 
A suggestion regarding famine Jndia should be applied in the purchase and import 
— of foreign corn. It would be a mistake on the part 
of Government to enter the Indian market as a purchaser of the small stock of 
fuod-grains available in the country, as that would only send up prices, and 
reduce the poor middle classes, the backbone of the native community, to the 
starvation point. Government, it is true, is anxious to help these classes with 
money from the Famine Relief Fund. But if, as will certainly be the case, the 


greater portion of the available famine grant is spent in relieving the distress of - 


the masses, those utterly destitute people who are ordinarily half starved, and 
manage somehow to live on roots and herbs, and or of food-grains are 
raised in the country, Government will have very little money or corn left, 
which can be utilised for the relief of the middle classes. In fact, it would be 
wiser not to attempt the task of feeding the poorest classes of the population 
with grain purchased in the country. What Government should do is to import 
corn from foreign countries on its own account, and sell it at a cheap price. It 
can at least arrange with the trade for the importation of food-grains, and their 
sale to the people at a reduced rate, and make good the loss which the 
arrangement might entail on the importers. The price of corn in forei 
countries may be higher than what prevails in India; but that should not 
stand in the way of the purchase of such foreign produce. Thus onl 

can Government expect to keep down prices in the country, snd make it 
unnecessary for the State to undertake the direct relief of the whole population, 
a task which would be sure to be attended with gigantic fraud, waste and 
mismanagement. | 


37. A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan of the 1st February complains 
of the total destruction of the aman und rabi crops 


“pqJistzess in a village in the Ban- in village Dihipara within the jurisdiction of the 


Sonamukhi thana in the Bankura district. Fodder 
and water for cattle, too, are very insufficient. The people asked the Magistrate 
for takavi loans, but he told them to wait. Government should make no delay in 
opening relief works. The re-excavation of the canal known as the Subhankar’s 


_Danra may, for instance, be taken in hand at once. Many people have left 
their homes for want of employment. 


38. The same paper » oe scarcity prevails throughout the district of 
— rr ihe? ankura, and has become most acute in Sonamukhi, 

a ae ajalghati, Raipur, and Khatra. The indiffer- 
ence of Government has alarmed the people, and whole villages have been 
deserted. That the time is ripe for opening relief works will appear not 
only from the Magistrate’s remark in his water-supply report that if 
loans are not advanced at a small rate of interest, Government and the 
District Board will have to spend large sums of money in giving employment 
to the labouring classes, but also from the fact that labourers are flocking in 
larger numbers than can be em loyed to the Mojra jungle, where some people 
are cutting an embankment, though the daily wage is only 6 pice per day. If 
it 18 not famine when the people are incessantly crying for food, and have been 
reduced to skeletons for want of it, will its existence and the necessity for 


starting relief works be admitted when th t part of th nlat; vill 
have died from starvation ? en the best part of the population w 
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- Mentral ‘Provinces in the distress. 
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VI,—MrscerLanrovs. 


39. The Mshir-o-Sadbakar of the. 30th January that the oy and 
te degeneracy of tthe Weieal Meninens are due 4 
weiteue of their unwillingness to receive English education, 
and their idle and Juxurious habits. Poverty hung, 
however, at last opened their eyes to the necessity of giving English ednocation 
to their children. But as there is not, in consequence of Government's apathy 
in the matter, any competent agency to inspect the Madrassas and Maktabs in 
Bengal, the schools far Muhammadan education are.in a most backward condi- 
tien, If Government cannot afford to appoint two more Musalman Assistant 
Inspectors of Schools, as it promised to do, the two Musalman Assistant In- 
spectors who have been already appointed should be placed in charge of the 
uhammadan education of the whole province, with an adequate number of 
Musalman Deputy Inspectors, Sub-Iaspectors, and Inspecting Pundits to assist 
them. 

One thing more which the Government can do to improve the condition of 
the Musalmans, or at least to prevent them from going further down, is to 
itself take over the management of all Musalman zamindaris. ‘The indolent 
and luxurious habits of the Musalman zamindars make them quite unfit to look 
after their own estates. | 

It is high time the Musalmans of Bengal realised the value of self-help, and 
ceased to depend upon others or upon the favour of Government for their daily 
bread. Begging will not do in these days of competition, and everybody who 
geaks entrance into the Government service must be armed with his own certifi- 
cates of education avd fitness. The Musalmans should not, however, despair. 
They should remember that one of their co-religionists, Bakhtiar Khrhji, 
achieved the almost impossible feat of conquering Bengal with only eighteen 

armed followers. They should also try to secure a larger number of seats in 
Municipalities and District and Local Boards, 

40. ‘* Why,” asks the Saraswat Patra of the 30th January, “ are the Dacca 

people giving an ovation to Mr. Peta ohnson 

Peeper Ae rae | the eve of his retirement? What is the secret 

of his oa ? The retiring Commissioner 

| treated the people kindly and courteously, and sym- 

pathised with them. He always tried to promote the welfare of those over 

whom.he ruled. May he safe iY return to his native land, and pass the remain- 
ing days of his life in peace and tranquillity ? 


Mr. Lattman-Johnson, the re- 
‘Som miss 


tiring 
Division. 


Uriya Papers. 


41. The Utkaldipika of the 16th January is sorry to learn that a Joint- 
: ‘Magistrate of Cuttack, while driving rashly along 
a, airaling Joint-Magistrate Manglabag in Cuttack, caused grievous hurt to an 
old woman, who is under treatment in the Cuftack 
General Hospital, and that the local police, though aware of the fact, did not 
choose to prosecute the driver, who was then in charge of the district in the 
absence of the District Magistrate. evacet 
42. The Samvadvahka of the 14th January and the Sambalpur Hitaishint 
Eien of the 23rd December find fault with the ‘Chief 
‘The Chicf Commissioner of the (Commissioner of the Central Provinces who, having 
failed to take proper timely measures to relieve the 
famine-stricken people of his Province, has allowed numbers of Her Majesty’s 
subjects to die of hunger. The latter states that about four men are dying 
every day in the poor-house of Narsingpur in the Central Provinees. 
43. The Utkaldipika- of the 16th January approves of the revised rules 
framed under India Act KIX of 1883 (Land 
eles Mader the Land Improvee Improvement Loans Act, 1883),.and hopes that:they 
will work successfully in those parts of Bengal that 
are affected by scarcity of food. 
. 44, The same paper is unable to understand the motive which ‘prevents 
‘ ae Government from extending the permanent sattle- 


9 ment of the land revenue to Orissa, which stands 
| in need of such a settlement. 
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45. The same paper admits that the Collector of Cuttack keeps correct Ura: Dima, 
aaa oie a information regarding his district, and is ready to 4s. 16th, 1807. 
scaabmennacae eat begin relief works whenever necessary. It also 
admits that Mr. Cooke, the Commissioner of the Orissa Division, is a kind-. 
hearted officer, and will, no doubt, try his best to save the people placed under 
his care from possible starvation ; but what can these officers do if the stock of 
food-grain in the country runs short, and no such grain be available for con- 
sumption at a time when it may be most required ? The writer is of opinion 
that some of the Tributary Chieftains of Orissa have acted wisely by prohibit- 
. ing all export of rice or paddy from their respective States. : , 
46, All the Native Papers of Orissa for the week under report — iis iu 
write against the exportation of rice and paddy,  Navasamvap, 
a of rice and paddy from hich they want to be stopped at once in the + %™ 18,1597. 
interests of the ge of that Province who, they 
think, will have to face a severe scarcity in the near future. The Uriya and 
Navasamvad of the 13th January states that there is now actual distress among 
the poorer classes of people in the Balasore district. 
47. The Samvadvahika of the 14th January strongly objects to that ,. Jovan 
tee Salt provision of the Partition Bill which excludes jan isn, 1997, 
ee shares having a jama less than Rs. 100 from 
enjoying the benefits which the Bill promises to confer on the landholders, 
and recommends that the existing law on the subject may be retained. 


Assam PAPERS. 


48. The Paridarsak-o-Srihatiavast for the first fortnight of Paus 1303B.8. — anmarsnax-o- 
welcomes Mr, Cotton to Sylhet. Assam had never _ SM#ATTAvast, 
before such a sympathetic and liberal-minded ruler. aight hy sg 
No other European official has been able to become so popular. 1308.8. 
49. The same paper complains of the prevalence of acute water scarcity Panmansnak-o- 
in Sylhet. The tanks have run almost dry, "=™=t™vash 


Epidemics are impending. | 4 


Mr. Cotton welcomed to Sylhet. 


Water scarcity in Sylhet. 


50. The same paper complains that sick coolies are turned out from tea- —‘ Fanmansuar-o- 
, gardens to die a miserable death on the public aes 
—— of sick tea-garden roads, In 1896, seventeen such deaths took place 
in Kanaibazar alone. It is a pity that the managers 
of tea-gardens treat the coolies worse than cats and dogs. Many coolies, even 
when their time expires, cannot return home. Impoverished and helpless, 
they are forced to stay in the tea-gardens, where they lead a beggarly and 
miserable life. The people of the villages near tea-gardens have also to suffer 
on account of these poor helpless coolies. They swell the number of beggars, 
and when they die, the police make the villagers pay the cost of their cremation 
or burial, as the case may be. Will not the Government take pity on these 
poor helpless coolies and prevent the managers of tea-gardens from treating 
them in the way they are doing? 


‘ ~CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Transiator. 


Benga! TRANsLator’s OFFIce, 
The 6th February 1897, 
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